COVID GUIDANCE TO SUPPORT THE SAFE OPERATION OF TOWIE SCHOOL NURSERY

CHECKLIST OF MITIGATIONS THAT SHOULD BE APPLIED IN LEVEL 0 AND BELOW

Shading indicates that this mitigation’s control measures could change if the COVID-19 level changes

Department: Education and Children’s Services

RISK ASSESSMENT
GUIDANCE (ELC Settings)

Aberdeenshire
COUNCIL

Process/Activity: Infection Prevention & Control

Location:

All ELC Establishments

Date: 07.09.2021

Describe Activity:

Location of staff at ELC establishments open during Covid-19 outbreak. Staff providing childcare and access to sites.

Establishment Name and Location: Towie Nursery School

Isolation Room Location in Establishment: Outdoor Classroom

The response to the coronavirus COVID-19 outbreak is complex and fast moving. Advice from Government sources will be shared with staff daily on the Aberdeenshire Council

staff COVD-19 site: https://covid19.aberdeenshire.qov.uk/

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-learning-and-childcare-services/

Hazard Risk Risk level before Mitigation Control Measures Risk level after
controls are in place controls are in place
Low, Medium & High
Low, Medium & High
Spread of  [CTOSS High Staying vigilant | It is essential that people do not attend a setting if Low
infection contamination of and responding | symptomatic. Everyone who develops symptoms of COVID-

infection, Infection
of staff, children
and visitors

to COVID-19
symptoms

19 must self-isolate straight away, stay at home and arrange
a test via the appropriate method.

Staff should be supported to follow up to date health

protection advice on household or self-isolation and Test and

Protect procedures if they or someone in their household
exhibits COVID-19 symptoms, or if they have been identified
by NHS contact tracers as a close contact of someone with
the virus.



https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-learning-and-childcare-services/
https://www.nhsinform.scot/campaigns/test-and-protect
https://www.nhsinform.scot/campaigns/test-and-protect

Hazard Risk Risk level before Mitigation Control Measures Risk level after
controls are in place controls arein pla}ce
. . Low, Medium & High
Low, Medium & High
Spread of  [CTOSS High Physical In level 0: 2 metre physical distancing between adults Low
L . contamination of i i
Infection infection, Infection e - : - :
of staff. children Beyond level 0: At least 1 metre physical distancing. Settings
I can continue with 2 metre distancing arrangements that work
well and do not limit capacity.
Staff should be reminded that the requirement to physically
distance applies at all times, including during breaks and
before and after sessions and traveling to and from the
setting. Staff lunches are going to be staggered to prevent a
large number of people congregating in staff room. M.H and
E.T—12.00pm, J.C and P.P — 12.30pm.
Children are not required to physically distance from each
other, or from adults.
Spread of ~ [CTOSS Medium Moving within Circulation of children and staff and transitions between Low
infection contamination of settings different parts of the setting’s indoor spaces should be
infection, Infection considered to avoid bottlenecks or crowdin
of staff, children g.
and visitors _ _ _ -
Nursery children will be entering and exiting from the shelter
doors with the corridor only being used to accessed toileting
facilities during sessions.
Spread of  [CTOSS High Peripatetic staff [ No restrictions on the use of peripatetic or agency staff but Low
I contamination of staff must not work across two premises if there is an

infection, Infection
of staff, children
and visitors

outbreak in one.

M.H is the only member of staff who will be working across
two settings. Will not be attending two during one nursery
day. E.T will be aware of days when M.H will be attending.




Hazard

Risk

Risk level before
controls are in place

Low, Medium & High

Mitigation

Control Measures

Risk level after
controls are in place
Low, Medium & High

Lewel 0 and Lewel 1 Lavel 2 Lewel 3 Level 4r3tay

Table'? Use of peripatetic and agency staff, including peripatetic managers
e r local

Peripatetic and agency stafll
should anly attend setlings in
person where il is demonsbrably
necessary o support the haalth
and wellbeing of young dhildnen
and should ol attend more than
one setling in the same day.

Mo resbriciions
an e use of
pangalatic ar
agency stafl

Peripatetic and agency skaff
should not attend mofe han one
sefling in the same day.

The use of parpatetic stafl should be intuded in the setlings’ joint risk assassment and
miligations should include reducng the number of children and oler s1all Tat st
members work with stross setlings.

Stall, whether penmanent of agency/bank, must nol work across o premses il theane s
an oulbreak in one, A duster or oulbreak of COVID-19 occurs when a schoal has o or
more confimed cases of COVID-19 within 14 days. The local health prolection leam
should be notified. If & plausible ransmizsion Bnk betwesn Deo of more cases s identifiad
within the school setting, this & indicative of an ‘autbreak’; if no, it is refered to as a
cluster’. The oulbreak will be ‘closed’ by the lecal health protection team; risk assesament
of the second location may be needed o establish any ransmissson risk

Consideration should be given o sharing of information such as setling oortact details, 1o
support contact racing

Students may attand the setling for a placement block provided they ane attending anly
one setting

Spread of
infection

Cross
contamination of
infection, Infection
of staff, children
and visitors

Medium

Face coverings

Face coverings must be worn by adults wherever they cannot
maintain the appropriate physical distance from other adults
(e.g. in corridor and communal areas).

Face coverings should be strongly encouraged when
parents/carers are drop-off and pick-up their children.

Face coverings are not required when working directly with
children. However, staff who wish to wear a face covering in
these circumstances should be supported to do so.

Disposable face coverings are available from the nursery
room beside the computer or at the school entrance. Face
coverings should be changed regularly, around 4/5 times per
day. Masks should be disposed of in the PPE waste bin
outside office door, with ear bands being snapped.

Low




Hazard Risk Risk level before Mitigation Control Measures Risk level after
controls are in place ngrf\’;z;fn']n&pmgﬁ
Low, Medium & High '
Spread of ~ [CTOSS Medium Hand hygiene Ensure all staff and children frequently wash their hands with |Low
infection [t t‘.’f soap and water for 20 seconds.
g}ifa'f?néhir;d?grgon Handwashing should take place: on arrival at the setting;
and visitors before and after eating; after to_ileting; at regL_JIar intervals
throughout the day; when moving between different areas.
Children are being supported with hand washing routines
throughout the sessions.
Spread of  [CTOSS Medium Cough etiquette | Use a tissue or elbow to cough or sneeze into, dispose of Low
ifecti contamination of tissues appropriately and ensure that bins are emptied
intection infection, Infection reqularly of waste
of staff, children 9 y : ’ . .
nd visitors Encourage children to use a tlgsue or elbpw to cough into.
Staff to support and remind children of this. Information on
this to be shared with parents to ensure same routines can be
implemented from home.
Spread of ~ [CTOSS Medium Enhanced Buildings should be checked if they have been closed or Low
fection contamination of cleaning unused, including water quality sampling.

infection, Infection
of staff, children
and visitors

At least twice daily cleaning and disinfection of frequently
touched objects and hard surfaces. Emma McEwan will be
carrying out mid-day clean, Fiona Petrie will do end of day
clean and all staff will take shared responsibility for
disinfecting high touch points.

Surfaces in dining or snack areas should be wiped down and
disinfected in between use by each group of children.

All crockery and equipment used in the provision of meals
and snacks for children should be cleaned with general-
purpose detergent and dried thoroughly before being stored
for re-use.




Hazard Risk Risk level before Mitigation Control Measures Risﬁ Ie|VEI b |

| . | controls are In place
controls are in place .ow, Medium & High
Low, Medium & High

Cleaning of staff areas should be an integral part of the
overall cleaning strategy. Staff should use their own
cup/cutlery and ensure these are cleaned straight after use.

Toys and equipment that children access should be cleaned
daily or, if groups of children change during the day, on a
sessional basis.

Water and playdough should be replaced daily or, if groups of
children change during the day, on a sessional basis.

If soft furnishings (such as throws and bedding) have been
used by a child who shows symptoms of COVID, they should
be removed and laundered as quickly as possible.

Table 1 Enhanced cleaning requirements by protection level

Level 0 and Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4/Stay
below local

Soft furnishings | Soft furnishings (such as throws Soft furnishings such as throws
(such as throws | and bedding) should be laundered | and bedding should be used for
and bedding) frequently - as a minimum weekly. | individual children. If shared they
should be should be laundered between use.
laundered in If individual, they should be
accordance with laundered frequently and as a
usual cleaning minimum weekly.

schedule.

Toys and equipment that children access should be cleaned daily or, if groups of children
change during the day, on a sessional basis

At least twice daily cleaning and disinfection of frequently touched objects and hard surfaces.

Water and playdough should be replaced daily or, if groups of children change during the
day, on a sessional basis.

If soft furnishings (such as throws and bedding) have been used by a child who shows
symptoms of COVID, they should be removed and laundered as quickly as possible.

Settings should continue to emphasise the importance of good hand hygiene.




Hazard

Risk

Risk level before
controls are in place

Low, Medium & High

Mitigation

Control Measures

Risk level after
controls are in place
Low, Medium & High

Spread of
infection

Cross
contamination of
infection, Infection
of staff, children
and visitors

High

Sharing of
resources
between home
and setting

Children should be discouraged from bringing toys from home
to the setting. However, settings can share resources (such
as story bags) between setting and home — unless there is a
positive case in the home or an outbreak in the setting.

Library system will be reintroduced during term 1 with books
being isolated for 72 hours when returned.

Tabler2 Sharing of resources (such as story bags) between setting and home

Level 4/Stay
local

Level 0 and Level 1 Level 2 Level 3

below

Settings can share resources
between setting and home.

Settings should restrict the sharing of resources
between setting and home.

There must be no sharing of resources if there is a positive case in the home or an
outbreak in the setting. A cluster or outbreak of COVID-19 occurs when a school has two
or more confirmed cases of COVID-19 within 14 days. The local health protection team
should be notified. If a plausible transmission link between two or more cases is identified
within the school setting, this is indicative of an ‘outbreak’; if not, it is referred to as a
‘cluster’. The outbreak will be ‘closed’ by the local health protection team.

The setting should emphasise to families the importance of good hand hygiene when
handling resources that are shared with/by the setting.

Low

Spread of
infection

Cross
contamination of
infection, Infection
of staff, children
and visitors

Medium

Ventilation

All settings must ensure the opening of doors and windows to
increase natural ventilation where it is practical, safe and
secure to do so, while maintaining appropriate internal
temperatures. Shelter doors will be open at all times with
nursery entrance door being left open. Screen can be pulled
across to reduce drafts and cold air while still providing
appropriate ventilation.

Mechanical ventilation should be used where this is not
possible, ideally set to full fresh air.

Where settings have a CO2 monitor these should be used to
assess settings.

Low




Hazard

Risk

Risk level before
controls are in place

Low, Medium & High

Mitigation

Control Measures

Risk level after
controls are in place
Low, Medium & High

Spread of
infection

Cross
contamination of
infection, Infection
of staff, children
and visitors

High

Visits by parents

Visits by parents/carers permitted to support children (e.g.
during their transition to a new setting) but limited to three
households at a time and per day when indoors. Up to 10
households can visit at a time and per day, provided they
remain outdoors and the visit is planned in advance.

Where virtual arrangements for parental engagement are
already in place and working well, these should continue to

be used;

Parents should be encouraged to take part in the universal
testing offer prior to entering the setting;
The number of visitors from the same household should be
kept to a minimum (no more than two and ideally one);

The number of staff meeting with parents/carers in each visit
should also be kept to a minimum; and
Visits by parents must not take place if there is a positive

case in the home or an outbreak in the setting.

Table's Visits by parents/carers

Level 0 and
below

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4/Stay
local

Visits by
parents/carers
are be
permitted when
planned in
advance but
should be
limited to up to
three
households at
a time or per

Telephone calls, enline meetings and ‘virtual' visits should be the
norm for meetings with parents. However, where it may be in the
best interests of children for a parent or carer to attend in person,
this should be considered on a case by case basis, for example in
relation to child protection issues, addressing additional support
needs or where a parent has a disability which affects
communication over the telephone or online.

Medium

Spread of
infection

Cross
contamination of
infection, Infection
of staff, children
and visitors

High

Pick up and
drop off

Ensure large gatherings of people are avoided and physical
distancing is maintained. Advice to wear face coverings,
stagger timings etc. Parents still being encouraged to drop off
anytime between 9.00-9.15 and collect between 2.45-3.00.

Medium




Hazard

Risk

Risk level before
controls are in place

Low, Medium & High

Mitigation

Control Measures

Risk level after
controls are in place
Low, Medium & High

This will reduce a large number of families congregating at
any one time.

Spread of
infection

Cross
contamination of
infection, Infection
of staff, children
and visitors

High

Visits by
specialist staff

No restrictions on visits by specialist staff (e.g. allied health
professionals, local authority officers or inspectors).

Lewel 0 and Lewel 1 Lewed 2 Lewel 3 Lewnl 473ty
b local

Mo restrictions | Visils by any speciakst stafl can Wisils by any specialisl stall shoukd
an vigits by lake place where il supports the lake place only wheare il is
Epaciaial alafl health, wellbeing, care of demonsirahly mecessary o
devedaprmant of children support of e haalth and
wellbeing of children (lor example
n retation bo child protedion
sesues of addressing addiiona
support neads) and it = mot
possible o provide this suppon
remolely.

Specialist visions should not
ablend mane than one sefling in the
same day.

Telaphane calls, online meslings and ‘viflual' visits should be the morm
for regular and ather meealings wilh s pedcalists.

Wisits shadld take place ouldoons wheraver posaible.

Tradespaople can visil o canry oul essential repairs of maintanance o support sabe or
effeclive running of the satling of o support fulune capacity bulding. They should remain
physically dislancad from s1afl and children

Wisils by specalist stalf and radespecple should be included in the setling's sk
AsSesamenl

Specialist visions should masntain appropriabe physical distance from stall in the satting.

IT thee visit lakes place ndoors, ensure thal the physical distancing reguirements can be
slriclly adhared 1o, the mesling space B wall venlilaled, fate coverings are wam and that
here i a8 supply of aleohal based hand b availabia o visitors ab e antrance 1o e selting.

Wisils should be with the pamission of the manager of head teacher.

Childsmile due to visit during September 2021.

Medium

Spread of
infection

Cross
contamination of
infection, Infection
of staff, children
and visitors

Medium

Cohorting/limitin
g contacts
between
children

Settings must apply proportionate, risk-based approaches to
limiting contacts, managing children within groups. However,
the only restriction on group size is registration capacity.

Due to our registered numbers we are operating with a low
cohort group size. No children are attending additional
setting.

Low




Hazard

Risk

Risk level before
controls are in place

Low, Medium & High

Mitigation

Control Measures

Table 3 Cohorting

of children

Risk level after
controls are in place
Low, Medium & High

Level 0 and
below

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3 Level 4/Stay

local

The only
restriction on
group size is
registration
capacity.

To limit
interactions
children should
be managed in
consistent
groups with a
maximum size
of 56.

To limit
interactions
children should
be managed in
consistent
groups with a
maximum size
of 48.

To limit interactions children
should be managed in smaller
groups, at most equivalent to
those in primary school classes —
e.g. max 33.

Children should remain within the same groups wherever possible and
should not mix freely with children in other groups. To avoid confusing
children, this should apply when children are outdoors as well as indoors.

When settings are making decisions about exact cohort size (within the maximum specified
above), they should consider the impact on the number staff required to self-isolate when
one or more person in the group tests positive.

Spread of
infection

Cross
contamination of
infection, Infection
of staff, children
and visitors

Medium

Limiting
contacts

between staff

Staff members should work with the same groups wherever
possible. When agreeing staff working patterns, settings are
encouraged to maintain as much consistency as possible in
the staff who work in close proximity, especially in areas
where physical distancing is more challenging.

Small setting allows for all staff to work together with same

cohort of children. E.T and B.H will be present every day with

P.P and J.C working three days per week.

Low

Spread of
infection

Cross
contamination of
infection, Infection
of staff, children

and visitors

Medium

Blended
placements

All blended placements can go ahead but if there is an

outbreak within the child’s cohort arrangement in either of the

settings that the child attends, blended placements must be

suspended.

Low




Risk level after

infection, Infection

drama

Hazard Risk Risk level before Mitigation Control Measures e -
controls are in place contro’s are in place
. P . Low, Medium & High
Low, Medium & High
Tabla 8 Blended placements
Lewel 0 and Lewel 1 Level 2 Level 3 Lawel 4r3tay
by local
All blendad The risk of tranasmesssn s hwes The risk of ranasmession s bwes
placements can | whefe group size B smallar and autdoars and so bendead
go abead. lower where provision is ouldoons. | placements nesd nol be restricted
For this reason, blanded when they imvalva a fully ouldoor
pacermen s need nol be resricled | seding, povided the blended
when ey invalva a fully ouldoar arrangermeant irvoles no mohe
sefling provided the blanded than bao setlings
arrangemeand inolies No mone
han b setlings. They also need | With the exceplion Sel oul above
nol be restricted wihen they involve | children should ideally attend one
ndoar setiings — il one of the safling anly bul blendad
seflings & carng for fewer than 12 | placements are permitted to
childnen, provided the bianded ensure access to high quality
arrangement inoles No mane childcare and 1o meet chideare
han bwo etlings neesd
With the exceplions sel oul abowve,
ather bended placaments ane
permibied only where they ensure
acceas 1o high quality chlldcarne
and mssl chilideane neesd.
The use of blended placements should be reviewad on a case-bry-case
Darsis,
Blendesd placerment must be supported by & refreshed msk assassmeant that has besan
undertaken in coll aboration with parenls and all providers invalved in the care of the child.
If there is an cutbreak within the child's cohort arrangerment in aither of the setlings that the
child attends, blended placemeants must be suspendad A cluster or outbreak of COVID-18
oceurs whan a school has bwo of mone confirmed cases of COVID-19 within 14 days. The
ncal health pratection team should be notified. I a plausible ranamission link bebaean bao
of More Gases is identified within the school saiing, this is indicalive of an oulbreak’, it not,
L iz refemed o &8 a custer, The oulbreak will be “dosad by the local health prolection
l=am
The decision abaut which ane setling the child should attend while the bended placement
% suspended should be made in discussion with the family and the salfings imolved.
No blended placements at present within Towie nursery and
additional settings.
Outdoor Provision should maximise opportunities for outdoor play and
learning experiences.
Naturally, we have been utilising the outdoor environment for
our provision anyway due to the benefits of Outdoor learning.
We will continue to ensure this is main priority.
Spread of  [CTOSS Dance, music, Singing is permitted indoors and outdoors.
L : contamination of TG
infection singing and




Hazard

Risk

Risk level before
controls are in place

Low, Medium & High

Mitigation

Control Measures

of staff, children

Risk level after
controls are in place
Low, Medium & High

iy Tabled Singing
and visitors Level 0 and Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4/Stay
below local
Singing At levels 3, 2 and 1, singing outdoors and indoors | Singing should
indoors and is permitted for children and adults in ELC settings, | not happen
outdoors is as long as careful attention is paid to ensuring indoors as an
permitted effective and adequate ventilation and subject to organised
risk assessment and other risk mitigation large group
measures being implemented. Other risk activity.
mitigations include singing: outdoors or indoors in
large, well ventilated spaces; at low volume; for
short periods of time; in small groups; and with
greater physical distancing between adults.
At any protection level, children need not be discouraged from singing naturally in the
course of activities and play and singing can also be used to comfort young children
when necessary.
Spread of ~ [CTOSS Medium Asymptomatic Staff and settings are encouraged to participate and to report |Low
infection fnc;gé"’t‘irg;]”"’l‘;'?ezggn Testing their results. All nursery staff are engaging with testing
of staff. children programme programme and are all fully vaccinated.
and visitors
Spread of ~ [CTOSS Medium PPE Use of PPE should be based on a clear assessment of risk Low
infection contamination of and need for an individual child or young person, such as

infection, Infection
of staff, children
and visitors

personal care where staff come into contact with blood and
body fluids

In cases of suspected COVID-19, the following use of PPE

may be considered:

e A fluid-resistant surgical mask if 2 metre physical
distancing cannot be maintained.

e Where the child needs direct personal care, gloves and
aprons, fluid-resistant surgical mask and eye protection
(goggles or a visor) should be worn by staff.

e Gloves and aprons should be used when cleaning the
areas where the child has been.




Hazard Risk Risk level before Mitigation Control Measures Risk level after
controls are in place Controls are in place
Low, Medium & High
Low, Medium & High
Where the use of PPE is risk assessed as being required,
staff should be trained in how to put on and take off PPE (as
required by Health and Safety Regulations), and suitable
waste facilities provided.
Spread of  [CTOSS High Notification of Setting must contact their local health protection team Medium
nfection contamination of positive cases | immediately if there is:

infection, Infection
of staff, children
and visitors

e any suspicion that there may be an outbreak of cases,
i.e. two or more confirmed cases in 14 days;

e oran increase in the background rate of absence due
to suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19.
Setting must also notify the Care Inspectorate in the event of

a suspected case and all confirmed cases of COVID.

Risk
Assessments

Risk assessments remain a legal requirement — must be
conducted and reviewed when circumstances change.
Setting-level risk assessments are expected to consider all
risks identified in respect of COVID-19

Communication
with
parents/carers

Settings should to communicate any new arrangements to
parents and carers, particularly where there are new routines
and procedures that children and families will need to
understand and follow.

In the event that settings are informed of a positive case or
cases amongst their staff or children, they should provide
parents/carers and staff with a standard letter (template
provided) advising them of the facts and providing advice.




